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oils), cotton and woollen textiles, paper (including news 
print), petroleum and petroleum products, spare parts 
of mechanically propelled vehicles, ooal, iron, steel and 
mica ; 

And whereas the Indian Legislature has been em- 
powered by section 2 of the India (Central Government d 
and Legislature) Act, 1946, to make laws with res -n e * n <j 0 i 
peot to the matters aforesaid ; 

It is hereby enaetod aB follows : — ■ 

Short title, oxter t 1, (I) This Aot may be called t he Esse ntial Supplies, 
and duration (Temporary Powers) Act, 1946. 

(2) It extends to the wholo of British India. 

(3) It shall cease to havo effort on the expiration of 
the period mentioned in .section 4 of the India (Central 
Government and Legislature) Aot. 1 946, exjept as y and l0 
respeots things done or omitted to bo done before the o-eo. fl, o. 89 
expiration thereof, and soction 6 of the General Clauses 

Aot, 1897, shall apply upon the expiry of this Aot a f if X of 1897. 
ir had then been repealed by a Central Act. 

Definition^ 2. In this Aot, unless there is anything repugnant in 

the subject or context, — - 

(a) “ essential commodity ” means any of the follow 
mg olasses of commodities 

v ' (i) foodstuffs, ^ 

(it) cotton and woollen textiles, 

(in) paper. 

(iv) petroleum and potroleum products, 

'(v) spare parts of mechanically propelled 
vehiobs, 
v (ft) coal, 

(vii) iron and steel, 

( viii ) mica; 

(b) “ food-crops ” gliall include crops of sugarcane ; 

(c) “foodstuffs” shall include edible oilseeds and 
oils ; 

(d) “ notified order ” means an order notified in the 
official Gazette ; 

(e) “paper” shall includ? newsprint: 

(/) “ Provincial Government ”, in relation to a Chief 
Commissioner’s Province, means the Chief Commis- 
sioner. 

Power# to ooutrcl 3. ( 1 ) The Central Government, so far as it appears to it 
production, supply, ^ n9f .essary or expedient for maintaining or increasing 
supplies of anv essential oommoditv, or for seouring 
modified their equitable distrniution and availability at fair prices, 

may by notified order p/ovido for regulating or prohi- 
bitm^’ThiTprcdiiction, supply and distribution thereof, 
and trade and commerce therein. 

(2) Without prejudio to tho generality of the powers 
conferred by sub-section ( 1 ), an order made thereunder 
may provide— 

(a) fb;- regulating bv licences, permits or other- 
wi- j the production or manufacture of any essen- 
tial commodity ; 
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V (6) for bringing under cultivation any waste 

or arable land, whether appurtenant to a building 
or not, for tho growing thereon of food-crops gene- 
rally or of specified food-crops, and for otherwise 
maintaining or increasing the cultivation of food- 
orops generally, or of specified food -crops ; 

*^) for controlling the prioes at which any 
essentia^ compiodity may be bought or sold ; 

\d) for regulating by licences, permits or other- 
wise the storage, transport, distribution, disposal, 
acquisition, use or consumption ot any essential 
commodity ; 

(e) for prohibiting the withholding from sale 
of any essential commodity ordinarily kept for 
sal* ; 

i 

(/) tor requiring any person holding stock of 
an essential commodity to sell the whole or a speci- 
fied part of the stock at such prices and to such per. 
sons or class of porsom or m such cireumstanoos, as 
may be specified in the order ; 

{g) for regulating or prohibiting any class of 
commercial or financial transactions relating to 
foodstuffs or cotton textiles, which, in the opinion of 
the authority making tho order are, or if unregu. 
lated arc likely to he, detrimental, to public 
interest ; 

(h) for collecting any information or statis- 
tics with a view to regulating or prohibiting any ol 
the aforesaid matters ; 

(i) for requiring persons ongagod in the pro- 
duction, supply or distribution ot, or trade or com- 
merce in, any essential commodity to maintain and 
produce for inspection such books, accounts and 
records relating to thoir business and i o furnish suoh 
information relating thereto, as may be specified 
in the order ; 

(j) for any incidental and supplementary 
matters, including in particular the entering, and 
search of premises, vehicles, vessels and aircraft, tho 
seizure by a person authorised to make such search 
of any articles in respect of which such person has 
reason to believe that a contravention of tho order 
has been, is being or is about to bo committed, tbe 
grant or issue of licences, permits or other docu- 
ments, and tho charging of fees thorefor. 

(3) An order made undor sub-section (I) may oonfer 
vers and imposo duties upon the Central Government 

or officers and authorities of the Central Government, 
notwithstanding that it relates to a matter in rospeot of 
whioh the Provincial Legislature also has power to make 
laws. 

(4) Tho Central Government, so far as it appears to it 
to bo necessary for maintaining or incr.-asing the pro- 
duction and oupply of till essential commodity, m-'y by 
order authorise any person (horeinaftor referred to 
as an authorised controller) to exercise, with respect to 
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the whole or any part of any suoh undertaking engaged 
in the production and supply of the commodity as may 
be speoified in the order, suoh functions of control as 
may be pi ovided by tho order ; and so long as an order 
made under this sub-section is inforoo with respoot to any 
undertaking or part thereof— 

(a) the authorised controller shall exercise his 
functions in accordance with any instructions given 
to him by the Central Government, so, however, 
that he shall not have any power to give any direc- 
tion inconsistent with the provisions of any Aot or 
other instrument determining the functions of tho 
undertakers except in so far as may bo specifically 
provided by the order, and 

(b) the undertaking or part shall bo carried 
on in accordance with any directions giveif by the 
authorised controller in accordance with the pro- 
visions ■ of tho order, and any person having any 
functions of management in relation to the under- 
taking or_ part shall comply with any suoh direc- 
tions. 

Delegation of 4. The Central Government may by notified artier 

P 0 '* 761 ® direct that the power to inako orders under section 3 

shall, in relation to such matters and subject to suoh 
conditions, if any, as may bo specified in tho dirootion, 
be exercisable also by- — 

(a) such officer or authority subordinate to the 
Contral Government, or 

(b) suoh Provincial Government or such officer 
or authority subordinate to a Provincial Government, 
as may be specified in the direction. 

bower to lesue 6' The Central Government may give directions to 

directions to Pro- any, ^Provincial Government as to the carrying into exeeu- 
vinoes tion in the Provinoe of any order made under section 

3. 


Bffeot of orders order made under section 3 shall have effeot 

Inconsistent with notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith oon- 
obber enactments tained in any enactment other than this Aot or any 
instrument having offeot by virtue of any enactment 
other than this Aot. 


Penalties 7. (I) If any person contravenes any order made 

under seotion 3, he shall he punishable with imprison- 
ment for a term whioh may extend to three years or 
with fine or with both, and if tho order so provides, any 
Court trying such contravontion may direot that any 
property in rospoct of whioh tho Court is satisfied that 
tho order has been oontravened shall be forfeited to His 
Majesty ; 

Provided that where the contravention is of an order 
relating to foodstuffs whioh contains an express pro- 
vision in this behalf, tho Court shall mako such direc- 
tion, unless for reasons to be recorded in writing it is of 
opizxion that the direction should not be made in respect 
of the whole, or, as the case may be, a part, of the 
property. 
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(2) If any p'Tsoii to whom a direction is given under 
sub-section (4) of sool ion 3 fails to comply with the direc- 
tion, ho shall be punishable with imprisonment for a 
torrn which may extend to throe years or with fine or 
with both, 

8. Any person who attempts to contravene, or Attempts and 
abets a contravention of, any ordor made under seotion 3 abetment* 
shall be doomed to have contravened that order. 

9. If the person contravening an order made under Offence* by oor- 
sootion 3 is a company or other body corporate, every porattona 
director, manager, secretary or other officer Or agent 

thereof shall, unless he proves that tho contravention 
took place without his knowledge or that he exeroised 
all duo diligence to prevent such contravention, he 
deemed to be guilty of such contravention. 

10. If any person— Fain* H b*t«m*nt» 

(i) when required by any order made tmde r 
seotion 3 to make any statement or furnish any 
information, makes any statement or furnishes 
any information which is false in any material 
particular and which he knows or has reasonable 
cause to bolieve to bo false, or does not believe 
to bo true, or 

(it) makes any such statement as aforesaid in 
any book, account, record, declaration, return or 
other document which ha is required by any such 
order to maintain or furnish, 

ho shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term 
which may extond to three years or with fine or with 
both. 

11. No Court shall take oognizanoe of any offenoe Cogute»noe of 
punishable under this Act except on a report m writing °“M»oea 

of the facta constituting suoh offence made by a person 
XLVof isuo w j 10 j S a public servant as defined in section 21 Of the 
Indian Ponal Code. 

12. Any magistrate or benoh of magistrates empow- p ower ^ tTy 
ered for the time being to try in a summary way the offence* summarily- 
offences specified in sub-section (1) of seotion 260 of the 

V oi JBDS Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, may, on application 

in this behalf being made by the proseoution, try in 
accordance with the provisions contained in seotions 
202 to 205 of the said Code any offenoe punishable under 
this Act. 

13. Notwithstanding anything contained in seotion Special provlnio* 

V of 1868 32 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, it shall be 6“®" 

lawful for any Magistrate of the First Class specially 
empowored by tho Provincial Government in this behalf 
and for any Presidency Magistrate to pass a sentenoe of 
fine exceeding one thousand rupees on any person 
convicted of contravening an order made under seotion 
3. 


”14. (7) No order mado in exeroise of any power Presumption m*o 
conferred by or under this Act shall be called Id question order* 
in any Court. 
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(2) Whore au order purports to have been made and 
signed by an authority in exorcise of any power con- 
ferred by or under this Act, a Court shall, within the 
meaning of the Indian Evidence Aot, 1872, presume 
that such order was so made by that authority. 


Burden of proof 15. Where any person is prosecuted for oontraven- 
ha certain cases [ n g a ny order made under section 3 which prohibits him 
from doing an aot or being in possession of a thing 
without lawful authority or without a permit, Iioenoe 
or other dooumout, the burden of proving that he has 
suoh authority, permit, licence or other document, 
shall be on him. 

Protection of action 10. ( 1 ) JSTo suit, jiroseoution or other Ipgal pro- 

taken under the (jading shall lie against any person for anything' which 
■*’** is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance 

of any ordor made under section 3. 

(2) No suit or other logal proceeding shall lie against 
the Crown for any damago oaused or likely to he oaused 
by anything which is in good faith done or intended to 
be done in pursuance of any order made under Beotion 3. 

Repeal and saving 17. (I) The Essential Supplies (Temporary Powers) 
Ordinance, 1946, is horeby repealed. 

(2) Any order made or deemed to be made under 
the said Ordinance and in force immediately before the 
commencement of this Aot shall continue in foroe and 
be doomed to.be an order made under this Aot ; and all 
appointments made, licences or permits granted and 
directions issued under any Buoh ordor and in foroe 
immediately beforo such commencement shall likewise 
continue in force and be deemed to be made, granted or 
issued in pursuance of this Aot. 

(3) For the removal of doubts it is horoby deolared — 

(a) that for the purposes of the said Ordinanoo 

and tins Aot an order of the nature referred 
to in section 5 of the said Ordinance made 
before the commencement of the said Ordi- 
nance and not previously rescinded shall bo 
deemed to he, and always to have been, an 
ordor in force immediately beforo suoh com- 
mencement, notwithstanding that suoh order 
or parts of it, may not then have been in 
operation, either at all or in particular areas ; 

(b) that for tho purposes of this Aot an order 
made or deemed to be made under the said 
Ordinanoo and not rescinded prior to the 
commencement of this Aot shall be deemed 
to be an ordor in force immediately before 
the commencement of this Aot, notwithstand- 
ing that suoh order, or parts of it, may not 
then bo in operation, either at all or in parti- 
cular areas. 


I of 1872 


xvniof 

1048 
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Act No. XXV of 1946 

An Act to make provision for the constitution of a special 
police force for the Chief Commissioner's Proiince of 
Delhi for the investigation of certain offences committed 
in connection with matters concerning Departments of 
the Central Government , for the superintendence and 
administration of the said force and for the, extension 
to other areas in British India of the powers and juris- 
diction of members of the said force in regard to the investi- 
gation of the said offences. 


fc 




Whereas it is neoossai y to constitute a special 
polioe foroe for the Thief Commissioner's Province 
of Delhi for the invest' gal ton of certain offences commit- 
ted in oonnootion wilh matters concerning Deport- 
ments of the Contra) Government and to make pro- 
vision. for the superintendence and administration oi 
the said force and for the extension to other areas m 
British India of tho powers and jurisdiction of the 
members of tho said force in regard to the investigation 
of the said offences ; 

It is hereby on acted as follows : — 

1. (I) This Act may bo c died tho Delhi Special Short title mid 

Police Establishment Act, 1946. extmt 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India . 

2. ( 1 ) Notwithstanding anythin? in tho Police constitution and 
V of 1861 Aot, 1861, the Central Government may constitute powers of specini 

a special police force to be called the Delhi polioe ostabli#h- 
Speoial Police Establishment lor tho Chiot Com- mwit 
missionor’s Province of Delhi for tho investigation in 
that Province of offences notified under section 3. 

(2) Subject to any ordors which the Central 
Government may make in this behalf, members of the 
eft id polioo establishment, shall have throughout tho 
Chief Commissioner’s Province of Delhi, in relation 
to the investigation of such offenecs and arrest of 
peraons oonoerned in such ohmees, all the powers, 
duties, privileges and liabilities wliich police officers 
of that Provinco have in connection with the investi- 
gation of offences committed thorein. 

(3) Any member of the said police establishment 
of or above the rank of Sub-Inspector may, subject 
to any orders which the Central Government may 
make in this behalf, exorcise in the Chief Commissioner’s 
Provinoe of Delhi any of the powers of the offioer 
in charge of a police station in the aroa in which he 
is for the time boing and when so exercising such powers 
shall, subject to any such ordors as aforesaid, be 
deemed to bo an officer in charge of a polioo stalion 
discharging tho functions of such an officer within 
the limits of his station. 


3- The Central Government may, by notification Offtaoea to be 
in the official Gazetto, specify the offences or classes Investigated by 
of offences committed in oonnoction with matters P° licu 

concerning Dopuilmonts ol the Central Government estRbliahnWDt 
which arc to be investigated by the Delhi Special 
Ppljce Establishment. 
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Superintondeno# 4 . ( 1 ) The superintendence of the Delhi Special 

aad administration Establishment shall vest in the Central Govern- 
or speoial polios , 

•atablishment ment. 

(2) The administration of the said police establish- 
ment shall vest in an officer appointed in this behalf 
by the Central Government who shall exorcise in respect 
of that police establishment such of the powers exer- 
cisable by an Inspector-General of Police in respeot 
of the police force in a Province, as the Central 
Government may specify in this behalf. 


Eitonaion of 5 (j'j The Central Government may hv order 

Station of apeoial ex tend to an y area (including Railway aroas) in British 
polioo ostabllah- India outside the Chiof Commissioner’s Province of 
ment to other Delhi tho powers and jurisdiction of members of the 
arfltu * Delhi Special Polioo Establishment tor tho investiga- 

tion of any offences or classes of offences specified in 
a notification under soction 3. 

(2) When by an order under sub-section ( 1 ) the 
powers and jurisdiction of members of the said 
polioo establishment aro extended io any such area, 
a member thereof may, subject to any’ orders wbioh 
the Central Government may make in this behalf, 
discharge the functions of a police officer in that area 
and shall, while so discharging such functions, be deomod 
to be a member of the police force of that area and 
be vested with the powers, functions and privileges 
and be subject to the liabilities of a police officer be- 
longing to that police forco. 


Consent, of Provlo- 0 . Nothing contained in soction 5 shall bo deem' d 
oiaJ Government to enable any member of the Delhi Special Police Es- 
to exercise of tablishmont to exercise powers anil jurisdiction in any 
Station" 101 1 " aroa ‘ n British India outside the Chief Commission er’s 

Province of Delhi, not being a Railway area, with- 
out the oonsent- — 

(а) in case such area is in a Governor’s 
Province, of the Government, of that Province 

and 

(б) in case such area is in a Chief Commission- 
er’s Provinoe, of the Chief Commissioner. 

Repeal of Ord. 7- The Delhi Special Polioe Establishment Ordi- 
XXII of 1940 nance, 1946, is horeby repealed. 


C. H. SPENCE, 
Secy, to the Govt, of India. 




